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In the Name of Allah
Most Compassionate, Most Merciful

Mr. Chairman

Distinguished Delegates

Ladies and Gentlemen

It gives me a great pleasure to address this august meeting. Allow me at the outset to express my gratitude to all respected delegations from APA Member Parliaments for attending the first inter-session meeting under the Standing Committee of Political Affairs. I should also express my appreciation for the generous hospitality and cooperation of Majls Shoraye Eslami of the Islamic Republic of Iran for making the organization of this meeting so successful.
I am glad to see increasing participation in various meetings of the APA by distinguished delegates and representatives from Asian Parliaments which is indicative of their greater interest and consideration of the APA activities on the one hand, and greater impression and effectiveness of the APA on the other. 
Indeed, the APA is undergoing tremendous success in facilitating interaction among Asian Parliamentarians and harmonizing their points of view towards a range of important issue areas. Such interaction and harmony has so far resulted in considerable number of decisions and Resolutions. Relying on its rich and valuable assets, at this juncture I believe that APA needs a publicity campaign to make its achievements more recognized and appreciated by the public, governments and like-minded organizations across Asia and beyond. To this end, it seems quite appropriate that APA to promote its position and effective engagement in important developments in Asian through utilizing the capacity of its Troika Plus function.
Turning now to the agenda of the present meeting, as you are aware, based on the specific APA Resolutions and mandates, we have three agenda items. All distinguished Member Parliaments have already been provided with the Secretary-General's reports on these agenda items and have been sought to reflect and express their views on the subject matters in order to be further discussed in this meeting, namely: 
· Major issues of peace and security in Asia;
· Enhancing cooperation between Asian Parliaments and Governments;
· Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia.
Mr. Chairman

Distinguished Delegates

In my report on the major issues of peace and security in Asia, I highlighted certain principles and guidelines necessary for developing the APA vision and missions on promoting and protecting peace and security in Asia including the recognition of the significant role of parliamentary diplomacy in influencing relevant decision-making processes.
Considering the great potentials of the APA for contributing to the promotion of peace and security in Asia, and taking into account both hard and soft aspects of this important issue area, the Secretary-General is of the view that for playing an effective role in promoting further peace and security in Asia, the APA would be in a better position if it directs the course of its activities towards collective capacity building and networking with prominent like-minded actors in the realm of peace and security in Asia.

For the APA ideas and ideals on peace and security in Asia to flourish and bear fruits, it seems reasonable to invest on the elements of its own soft power by putting together an Agenda for Peace and Security in Asia. This could be fulfilled through utilizing the capacity of the APA as an Asian inter-parliamentary organization in the first place, and the capacities of Asian inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations in the second place, to foster peace and security throughout Asia.

Considering concerns and anxieties which have been expressed by the APA Member Parliaments through their statements in the APA Plenary Sessions and sub-committee meetings, as well as in their correspondence to and through the Secretariat, it seems that the following topics constitute the core of what is referred to as the major issues of peace and security in Asia.
1. Terrorism and Organized Crimes
To keep abreast of the counter-terrorism activities at the governmental level, the APA would need to embark on a campaign of Asian Parliaments with the message that terrorism is unacceptable in any form. The APA could highlight the importance of addressing the root causes of terrorism and various aspects of the problem, as recognized by the APA Member Parliaments.

2. Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Treaty

One of the important issues of concern for promoting integrative peace, security and prosperity in Asia is the issue of disarmament and non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. If the APA is to exercise parliamentary diplomacy to influence decision-making processes pertaining to issue of peace and security in Asia, then the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) would provide a suitable framework. In order to exercise parliamentary diplomacy for the promotion of peace and security in Asia, the APA would need to elevate its endeavors for networking with prominent like-minded actors in the realm of disarmament and non-proliferation. 
All parties to the Treaty should avoid actions and statements that undermine the authority and credibility of the NPT. The recent policy statement by a major nuclear-weapon state on “Negative Security Assurance” and its exclusionary scope has raised serious concerns, including in some Asian nations, about the threat of use of nuclear weapon.  

3. Atrocities Committed by Israel in Palestine

Continuation of the violations of international law by Israel in Palestine including the military attacks on residential areas in Gaza and attempts for mass deportation of Palestinian people from the West Bank, are among the recent developments in the Palestine which deserve to be considered by this sub-committee for deliberation in the light of the APA previous Resolutions on the subject.
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In order to provide further ground for constructive discussions of this meeting, the Secretary-General has prepared and circulated two separate reports on Enhancing cooperation between Asian Parliaments and Governments and on the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia.

It is worth stressing here that because of their significant role in the effectiveness parliamentary diplomacy of the APA, these two subjects deserve to be given high priority on the APA political agenda. It should be proudly noted that the adoption of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia is a remarkable achievement in the inter-parliamentary diplomacy of our time. Given the fact that the APA has already reached a consensus on the merits and contents of the Declaration, it seems necessary to take appropriate measures to further publicize the initiative and encourage Asian governments to get involved in its promotion. The Secretary-General shall remain hopeful that the deliberations of this meeting would pave the path for more practical initiatives to enhance cooperation between the APA and Asian Governments and take the issue steps further.
Thank You.
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